
No Reprieve for Dogs on the Beach
V fiHQAMMABy SUSANNA SHEEHAN

A standing-room only
crowd packed the selectmen's

meeting Monday nighr to com
plain about the ban on dogs
from Duxbury beach during the
summer. The meeting ended

with the ban still in pltice. How
ever, the beach's owner, the

Duxburj Beach Reservation.
Inc. agreed to consider resi
dents' ideas For measures thai

would allow dogs (o come back

■ iii ilie future.

Hie main question residents
w anted answ ered was why a to

tal ban on dogs had been insti
tuted instead oi" incremental I

I steps thai included enforcing
the existing leash laws. Also".
people wanted to understand
wh> the killing of iwo piping
plover (.hicks last summer by
vehicles uhimaiely resulted in

the ban of dogs, Over 50 resi
dents attended the meetin

On Dec. 3, 200i.Duxbur>
selectmen banned dogs Fron
the entire beach From April I
to August 31 — the time the
piping plovers are on the beach

- at the recommendation of
the Duxbury Beach Reserva
tion. This action was requested
H\ stale officials who sought

increased protection for the plo
ver, a migratory shore bird that
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is protected under slate and fed

eral endangered species laws
Closing the beach to dogs in ike
summer will help pmiecl the

birds and chicks tluiing liieu
nesting, hatcfiing and fledging

scas«n-TeiiioI2pipiiigptllvcr
pairs uesi on Duabury beach

each suminef. The Reservation
ys $50,000 for monitors to

watch and record the birds'daily
iciions. Monitors are employ

es ironi ihc harbormaster's
coastal and natural resources de
partment.

Residents at ihe meeting fed
"i-'f dogs should be allowed on
me beach wild a leash and the
pel owners whu violated this
iu!e should be fined hy police
and have the,, beach permits
-evoked. (j,,e person suggested
dog owners could be issued a
special permit to iKivelheirdogs
<"i ihc beach thai could be re
voked after any violation. En-
forcemenl was ihc issue, they
said. They called for allowing
logs hack on |],e beacli and
«nci leash law enforcement.

Harbormaster Don liecrs
■aid his department has not en-
Dreed the leash law will, fines
"" has Hied lo educate vrola-
>rs.

No Reprieve forDogsonthe Beach
Selectmen chairman Andre

Martecchini said lown officials
would lie harpooned if they

turned the beach into a "police
state."

"Yes. we could (issue lines

liiki
I we go out there and

tickel you and you and you,"

said Mariccehini. 11Wliatcverwc
aiiorce, people will come back

and accuse us of being a police

suite and the Gcsiapooui there."
Al ihc recommendation of

the town Beach Committee, the
selectmen two years ago prohib
ited dogs from the beach from

May I ihrougli September I
Removing dog.s from the bath
ing beach in ihc summer was
instituted for health reasons,
said Dan Baker, chairmanof the
Beach Committee and a mem
ber ol ihe Reservation's Beach
'lechnicalCommiiicc.

Undci these i tiles. do;:.sh;ive
""I been allowed on ihc limn

beach south to the poles where
the over-sand vehicle area bc-
yms. They arc also prohibited

'ram the back beach north of the
Powder Point Bridge adjacent to
the resident parking lot. Any

ll"g in an authorized area must
be leashed. These rules are in

"^pamphlet ihai is given to ev
eryone who buys a beach
slicker. However, people have
gnorcd these rules, said Baker.

"The rules are clearly stated
in Uic handout," said Raker.

"People have shown an unwill
ingness lo comply" with ihcse

rules. Nc said ihat every lime he
goes io the beach, he witnesses

unleashed dogs in areas they

shouldn't he and also sees dou
paw prints in prohibited ureas!"

Al Vautrinot, chairman of the
Duxhury Beach Rcscrvalion's
Beach Technical Committee,

explained thai Ihe total haiion
tlogs in the summer is ihe
Reservation's attempl to com
ply With Ihc Mas.saclmsells

guidelines for managinmceie-
alional beadles and protecting
piping plovers.

'Compliance with dils par
ticular guideline lias been tin

"Whatever we enforce,

people will come back and

accuse us of being a

police state and the Ge
stapo out there."

- Selectmen Andre

Marleccliini

ongoing problem." said

Vautrinot, reading from a pre
pared statement. "Previously,

we had allowed dog.s lo be un

leashed as long as [hey were

'under Ihc direcl control of the

owner.' Unfortunately, some

owners fell this meanl thai if

(heir dogs could be .seen with
binoculars, they were under

dried control. This fact re

quired us lo implement a leas!)
law. Even (hen many pel own

ers have allowed their dogs in
run free on ihe beach. Dogs arc

a major disturbance (o all shore
birds, especially plovers. .Ins!
Mic sight of a dog, whether
leashed or not, instantly puts

plovers into a defensive mode.
Often causing them to leave
their ncsls am! eggs or young."

To answer the confusion
about why the dog ban was

implemented when ii was ve
hicles dial killed Ihe plovers
Vautrinot explained thai the
recommendation to ban dogs

from (he entire beach during
'he summer came from Dr.
Scoli Melvin of ihe slate Fish
and Wildlife agency.

A meeting was held in Oc-

lohcrwitli ihc Beach Reserva

tion, Melvm. and Susan Van
Oeiingen of ihc US Fish and

Wildlife Service and the Mass.

Audubon Society to review the
Reservation's management or
the beach after two plover

chicks were billed by vehicles

in the summer. The deaths oc
curred at night after police and

the Coast Guard closed the
beach in June to search for a
woman who was thought lo

have drowned. The piping plo
ver chicks were found near ihc

road thai runs from the bridge

to the GurncVSaquish area at
the lip of [he beach. When the
officials closed ihc beach, the

monitors were not allowed in
io watch Ihe birds.

■Although il was agreed

thai the loss was probably due

lo extraordinary circumstances
heyondoureonlrol. Dr. Melvin
and Ms. Oetingen look the op

portunity lo review regulatory
concerns and make several rec

ommendations regarding po

tential weaknesses in our pro

gram," explained Vautrinot.

Vauirinol said the Reserva
tion wanted to follow all of
Mclvin's recommendations be- ',
cause he is the Massachusetts
Hare Species Consultant ami is



a "reasonable" person. Melvin

gave the Reservation 30 days

in which to comply with these
requests.

Also, for several years, rep

resentatives from Mass.

Auduhon have recommended
dogs he banned from the beach

during plover nesting season,

said Vautrinot.

In addition to prohibiting

dogs in the summer, the Reser-

, vation modified its manage-

1 merit plan to include: lowering
the vehicular speed limits; pro

viding additional signs; closing
the roadway south of the firs!

crossover to recreational ve

hicles after 8 pm; closing the

front and back beaches south of

the tlrst crossover alter S pm;

not grading the road from April

15 to August 15; providing ad

ditional plover monitors and

making sure the symbolic fenc

ing meets guidelines. The Res

ervation is working with the

Guniei/Sai|uisli Association to

devise a system to belter con

trol traffic to that area.

"The dogs have nothing ki

do with cars, the ears ha\ e noth

ing to do with dogs." said
Vautrinot.

Shawn Dahfen nl ihe

Reservation's Beach Technical
Cominiuee. explained that
there was no link between the

killing of [lie [wo plovers by

vehicles and the ban on dogs.

"The issue has nothing to do

with the two birds thai died."

said Dahlen. "The issue is us

not complying with federal

guidelines. We bend over back

wards trying to preserve as

much usage as possible Dn

Duxbury beach."

Residents were also both

ered by the swiftness with

which the dog ban came about.

"1 thought we lived in a de

mocracy, but there was no

warning." said one resident.

Vautrinol said Melvin gave

the Reservation only 30days to

address his recommendations.

This was noi enough lime to

discuss options to a dog ban.

said Vautrinot.

"There was no warning."
said Selectman Margarei

■ Keurnej who attended the
meeting with Melvin "The

town ot'Duxhun does noi own

the beach. The Duxhur> Beach

Reservation lias to answer io

. slate and federal authorises."

'"We're talking ahoul five

months, noi the whole year."

added Kearney.

Lester Smith of the

Reservation's Beach Technical

Committee said he had heard

some good ideas but he wanted

the whole committee to discuss
them in depth.

"We're happy to look into

other things but not for this

year." said Vautrinot.

Kearney and Martecchini

said (hey were glad to hear the

Reservation would consider

what had been discussed.

Conservation Administrator

Joe Grady suggested people

walk their dogs at other loca

tions such as Bay Farm. Round

Pond, and the Duxbury cran-

berrv bnizs of East Si.


